Identification and characterization of chemoattractants for epidermal cells.
We have detected and partially characterized factors that promote the directed migration of mouse epidermal cells in a modified Boyden chamber assay. Smooth muscle cells grown in culture were found to secrete a potent chemoattractant for epidermal cells. This activity was further characterized and compared to the chemotactic activities found in wound fluid and conditioned medium from 3T3 L1 cells and with interleukin 1. The migration of epidermal cells during wound healing in vivo might be regulated by such factors.